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Forging bridges

Members of Neighbors East and West traveled
to lran, and found the people generous, engaging.

By Ryan Gauthier
Staff Writer

While the fermer Soviet Unicnand Cuba don't ssund like
beiit voacation destinations, Futh Ml insists they are nygst-nes
kxcales.

The= Richiwind, Ind., reddent helpsd found Meighbom East
and ¥West in 19545, o group foossed on visting countries the U5,
government has labelsd as enemies.

“Cher the pearsves realized thatwe st don't get all of the
infurmation about thess plces,” Heff said. *1 think it's impor-
tant for people b0 tres o thess countries and ses what life is
achually lilee there.”

Flemibeers of MEW spent mudh of the 80s rovaling 1 the
Suviet Unicm, then switched gears to Cuba during the %0s, With
ancther decade oimes yet another country, this ime nestled in
the Middl= East

A pair of groups traveled o Iran in April, spending o wedes
wisiting the country and tryng o fonge bridges betwesn [mni-
ans and the LS, during a somew hat bamultuous Hme pericd,

“When we camee bads from [ran everpmevas teling us they
were glad we made it back safely,” Hefi said, “Its such a falkse
undemstanding of the country.”

Crefisrd resident Franoss MeClure was anvdng the seotnd
group ol tmvelers, led by San Francisoo-based Prokessor Jemy
Diekker. She knew a [0t about ran pricr b ber urney, moting it
served s an affirmation that “we're all st people rying W live
ur lives ®

“Everyine1 met during the trip was quite belphal and friend-
I]r.' FloClures said. “They lie the LS byt hove issues wath our
EErnmeant.”

The st dangerous encounter MoZhies had during ber
lengthy stay?

Crissing busy streels,

“You biad b0 just g for it and bope the crs would stop,” she
said, “We thanlfully never had any prablems, butit was a litl
intimidating.”

Her group’s trip inchaded stays in Tehran and Esiahan, but
alet saw o select few visit the ancient Persion capital of Perse
pealis.

“We went b3 many musame, misgees and palioes, but the
mevt womeerful part Af the trip was the people,” Nelf sid,
“Everyuhere weveent, thers wis stmeones sager to help us out.”

M fanad by recalled a baler whio insised an giving members
ol the gnoup freshly-balesd bread whenever they would near his
ship, refusing to take their neoney in=ochange,

One particular couple spent fsur hiurs shisdng Meil and hus-
band Sam areas of central Esbihan they had never seen, treating
them to jo= cream cunes and fresh apricots along the way

“We anlyasksd them where the local post office was ™ she
laughesd, “Petiple bent cver haclmards Eir us on muoltiple aocae
sions,”

The travelers carried pictires and letbers frim area children,
distributing them W pedaple they net during e rip, Heli said
same Of the children have already started 62 hear fnem Irnians,
tesrinning what she calls an inypartant international diakgue,

Thiugh nothing bas been scheduled at this paint, Mefl sid
she wil b= thrilled b crganies anither trip b6 Imn in the oom-
ing minths,

She encoumged interested ravelers b contact ber at (765) Inside & small mosgue in Shiraz dating (o the 15h oenlury, deoor Sbed with intricste mossio of fowers and

GRE-3022 for information about the crganization, hird3. Comtnbutes phote by FrancesMelure




